Question of the Month
Did we evolve FROM apes?
So, here’s how the argument goes, at least from some Christians and
other well-meaning people.
“If evolution was true, why are there still apes around? Gottcha!”
Have you heard that argument before? Have you ever used it yourself?
My satirical answer as to why there are still apes around is, “Because
some of the apes were given a choice!”
Unfortunately, the “Why are there still apes around?” argument is a logical fallacy and falls into the
category of “setting up a strawman.” A “strawman?” Yes, I’ll explain.
A strawman argument is when you claim your opponent believes something they don’t actually
believe, and then you proceed to demolish the argument, claiming you have disproved their view.
In a similar fashion, some skeptics claim the Bible states that God caused it to rain for 40 days and 40
nights, and that’s what flooded the entire Earth. Then they successfully demonstrate it would be
impossible to flood the entire planet with 40 days of rain. In reality, while the Bible certainly mentions
40 days and nights of rain, the majority of water came from within the Earth when the great fountains
of the deep were broken up (Genesis 7:11). Relatively recently, scientists have discovered that there
is probably 3 times as much water within the layers of the Earth today than is in all of the oceans
combined! But I digress.
As Christians, we are commanded to be ready with an answer regarding the hope we have in Christ
and in the trustworthiness of Scripture (1 Peter 3:15). In doing so, we need to be careful not to use
faulty arguments that can come back to haunt us. I have learned over the years that all it takes is to
be even slightly off in one statement for a skeptic to feel justified in dismissing everything else I
shared up to that point, no matter how solid my case has been.
Recently, Herschel Walker, a very famous former NFL player who is running for the US Senate, made
this argument while speaking to a church group. It came back to haunt him. I feel for him. He meant
well and was most likely just repeating what he heard someone else say. I’ve had many occasions
where someone during one of my Q&A sessions stands up and says, “Yeah, I was talking to this one
guy who believes in evolution, and I told him how dumb that is. I mean really, if evolution was true,
how come there are still apes around?” I have to be very tactful when responding. I always wish to
acknowledge their sincerity and enthusiasm, but I also need to graciously correct their thinking. It can
serve as a lesson to the entire audience because I know there are others who have used that
argument or at least thought about it. Others would tend to hear it and be anxious to use it the next
time the subject of evolution arises. I want to save them some embarrassment and help mature their
ability to defend their faith.
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For some, hearing that this is an invalid strawman argument comes as a great disappointment to
them because they have used that line of reasoning many times, and it seemed to work so powerfully.
Even if the argument seems to be effective, it will just be a matter of time before the skeptic you
spoke with finds out the hole in your argument and dismisses your credibility, even regarding other
things you shared, including the Gospel message. The skeptic may come to the conclusion that
Christianity is based on one false argument after another and is nothing more than a “feel good” blind
faith held by those who don’t live in the real world and probably also reject science.
As I often do, I am once again focusing on the “bigger picture,” not truly intending to address the
question of human evolution in any real depth. I have done so in other resources, such as our DVDs
and in two of my books, Creation and Evolution: Compatible or in Conflict? and Creation to Christ:
The Old Testament in a Nutshell.
For those of you who have not reviewed these resources, I will briefly summarize a few highlights:
The Fossil Record
•
•

Contrary to popular belief, the fossil record does not support human evolution (or any kind of
Darwinian evolution, for that matter).
Every ape-man you have ever seen falls into one of 3 categories:
o A type of ape they tried to make look more human. (Example: Lucy)
o A human they tried to make look more like an ape. (Example: Neandertal Man)
o A mix of ape and human bones, by mistake or purposeful fraud. (Example: Piltdown
Man)

Genetic Evidence
•

•

The idea that human DNA is 98% identical to chimp DNA is a complete myth! We are at best
80% similar, but maybe only 70%, which equates to 600-900 million differences in our DNA
code! Secular scientists know this, but the myth keeps getting perpetuated.
Evolution has no valid mechanism for producing the astronomical amount of new information
needed to allegedly transform an ape-like creature into a human. Mutations are woefully
inadequate!

The main thrust of this article is to encourage you to continually sharpen your apologetic knowledge
and skills. Don’t ever hesitate to admit to someone you don’t know the answer to their question. One
good reason is that it would be an honest answer. You can always say, “That’s a good question. I’m
not sure I have a valid or complete response, but if it’s one of your biggest questions, I’d be happy to
find an answer and get back to you. If it’s not that big of a deal, then maybe you could let me know
some of your top 3-5 questions and we could tackle those.”
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That should be received as a reasonable response. It’s certainly better than starting to give an
answer when you really don’t know and going on and on. Well, who would ever do that? Me! Well, I
used to, many, many years ago. I was too proud to admit ignorance, so I usually attempted to quickly
morph the conversation into a different, but related issue; one that I did know something about. It
might have impressed them, and they probably didn’t even realize I never answered their original
question! How’s that for being creative? Creative, yes. Wise, no. I’ve grown a bit since then!
If you have any questions about this or any other issue, please don’t hesitate to contact us!
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